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PLANNING COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, April 11, 2002 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
HIV Care Directions 
1366 East Thomas 

Phoenix, AZ 
 
The following provides a written summary of minutes recorded.  To listen to the official recorded minutes 
contact Planning Council Support.  The tapes will be provided for review. 
MEMBERS, GUESTS and STAFF 
Elizabeth Ashby 
Donna Bryant 
Lee Cox 
Marti Cutler 
Debby Elliott 
Larry Fisher 
Dan Free 

Juan Guevara 
George Garcia 
Brian Hanna 
Brenda Hope 
Carlos Jorge 
Mark Kezios 
Fran McCarroll 

Susan Nicholas 
Sandra Norman 
Judy Norton 
Stephen O’Dell 
David Paquette 
Connie Peters 
Cris Ramos 

Larry Stähli 
Louie Tapia 
Keith Thompson 
John Wynant 
9 Guests

 
Absent: 
Mary Jo Buerger (ex) 
Deborah Frusciano (ex) 
Marlon Guzman (ex) 

Peter Houle (ex) 
Barr Jenkins (ex) 
Laura Kroger (ap) 

Nellie Nelson 
Jill Rissi 
Jonathan Weisbuch(ap) 

Mary Rose Wilcox 
Marla Wing (ex) 

 
WELCOME and INTRODUCTIONS 
Donna Bryant called the meeting to order at 4:11 p.m.  Members, guests, and staff introduced 
themselves. 
 
Donna determined that quorum was present. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 
David Paquette presented the following: 
• All funding reallocations that were approved by the Planning Council are in process.  Letters 

have been sent to the appropriate contractors regarding the need for updated budgets and 
revised scopes of work. 

 
• Letters were sent to contractors reminding them to submit their final billings for the 

2001/2002-grant year.  To meet federal deadlines, bills should be submitted by May 1, 2002.  
This will also provide information regarding service utilization to be presented to the 
Planning Council in a timely manner. 
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DETERMINATION OF QUORUM and REVIEW OF MINUTES 
Donna determined that quorum was present. 
 
Minutes from the meeting held on March 14, 2002 were reviewed.  Keith Thompson motioned to 
accept the minutes with a correction to the attendance.  Marti Cutler seconded the motion. 
OUTCOME: The motion passed unanimously. 
 
CHAIR UPDATE 
Donna Bryant presented the following: 
• Pearl Katz, our Project Officer from the Health Resources and Services Administration 

(HRSA), was in town last month and visited with several Planning Council members.  
Various issues were discussed, including the following: 

o The Planning Council will resume teleconference meetings with Pearl.  Every 
other month, Council members will have an opportunity to call in and ask 
questions.  This will be an opportunity to ask for assistance with the mandatory 
training required by HRSA. 

o A better method of Minority AIDS Initiative (MAI) capacity building needs to be 
developed.  The Council needs to find ways of getting more minority agencies 
involved in HIV/AIDS service provision. 

The official HRSA report should be completed and sent to the grantees office in about three 
weeks. 

 
• The Planning Council has allocated $30,000 to Cultural Competency Training and Policies.  

The contract administrator would like information on how the Council wishes to use these 
funds.  Upon discussion it was clarified that this Cultural Competency allocation is for 
training service providers, and that the Allocations Committee will investigate the issue and 
bring recommendations for use of these funds to the next Council meeting. 

 
• The HRSA required “Condition of Award” letter from the Planning Council Chair has been 

completed and submitted to the administrative agent.  HRSA requires that 33% of Planning 
Council members be persons living with HIV who are consumers of Title I services.  As of 
March 1, the Council was at 28%.  As Donna explained in the Condition of Award letter, 
when the Board of Supervisors has approved the current slate of Planning Council 
nominees, the Planning Council will meet the HRSA membership mandate. 

 
• Thanks to everyone who participated in the T.R.I.B.E. health fair.  Coming this weekend is 

the grand opening of the new Phoenix Children’s Hospital.   
 
PRESENTATION - A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A MEETING 
Fran McCarroll, Clerk of the Board, and Susan Nicholas, Deputy County Attorney gave a 
presentation about Open Meeting Law. 
 
Items covered during this presentation included the following: 
• Public bodies, those appointed by elected officials, are subject to Open Meeting Law.  The 

Planning Council is a public body. 
 



 

Drafted April 16, 2002  Page 3 of 4 

• Open meetings must have a quorum of members present, the public must be welcomed, 
meeting announcements must be posted 24 hours in advance, and meeting business must 
be listed on the agenda. 

 
• There is no expectation of confidentiality in a public meeting. 
 
• Violation of the Open Meeting Law can result in a fine of $500. 
 
For information from the Open Meeting presentation, see Attachments A, B, and C. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Allocations  
Mark Kezios reported that the Committee would meet on Tuesday, May 7, 2002.  The 
Committee will continue to review Secondary Service Category definitions. 
 
 
Community Planning & Assessment 
Larry Stähli reported that the RFQ for the Needs Assessment is in the final stages.  The 
Committee will meet in early May to discuss the Needs Assessment with the selected 
contractor. 
 
 
Consumer Advocacy 
Lee Cox reported that the next Committee meeting would be on April 24, 2002, and the 
Committee would strategize and develop the agenda for the next general session. 
 
When the Consumer Advocacy Committee met with Pearl Katz, they informed her that they 
needed the means to provide education, empowerment and cultural competency training to the 
membership. 
 
Cris Ramos reported that after the recent general session, the Consumer Advocacy Committee 
administered a survey of meeting attendees.  Attendees were generally very satisfied with the 
meeting and the meeting location.  As reported on the survey, the demographic breakdown of 
the attendees was as follows: 
 

HIV positive = 13    Not HIV positive = 3 
Consumer of Title I services = 10  Not Title I consumers = 4 
Male = 8     Female = 8 
Ethnicity/Race (could choose more than one) 

African American = 3 
Asian/Pacific Islander = 1 
Hispanic = 9 
Native American = 1 
White = 4 
Other = 1 
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Membership 
Carlos Jorge reported that the Committee reviewed six applications for membership and 
nominated 5 individuals for Planning Council membership.   

 
The next meeting will be on May 1, 2002. 
 
 
Rules 
Larry Stähli reported that the Rules Committee met on April 2, 2002, and recruited four new 
members.  The Committee completed the review of the Planning Council Bylaws. 
 
The Committee met again earlier today to approve the proposed Bylaw changes.  A draft of the 
proposed Bylaw changes will be mailed to Planning Council members. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
• Keith Thompson thanked the leadership and staff for the Planning Council Retreat. 
 
• There was a reminder that the Body Positive “Night for Life” would be held on May 11, 2002. 
 
• Stephen O’Dell reminded everyone about the Gay Pride Parade on Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 


